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South Thornlie Primary School 
 
 

Newsletter: Term 4, Week 7   Friday, 27 November 2020 
 

Principal’s Message 
Dear parents and caregivers, welcome to the week 7 newsletter. Whilst it’s hard to believe that there are only 3 
weeks of school remaining for 2020, there is still a lot of work to do before the school year ends! Students are 
very busy preparing for the Year 6 Graduation Assembly, the Edu-Dance Concert and upcoming choir 
performances, just to name a few. Staff and teachers are busily finalising reports and planning for 2021. 
 

Year 6 Camp 
Last week the Year 6 students ventured to Rottnest Island for 5 full days of bonding and fun activities. Thank 
you to the staff and parent helpers for making this trip a memorable one for our 2020 graduates. I would like to 
acknowledge the Year 6 students for their outstanding behaviour and willingness to participate in new 
experiences and activities. I am confident the students will have made some amazing memories and learnt many 
valuable life skills to carry forward to their high school years and beyond. 
 

Congratulations 
In September this year, one of our Early Childhood Teachers, Tiana Garlick was nomintated for the 
National Excellence in Teaching Awards by a member of our school community. Only 23 successful 
teaching applicants nationwide were awarded and recognised for their excellence in teaching and I 
am proud to announce that Tiana was one of those winners! Congratulations Tiana. 

 

Staff News 
I would like to farewell Deb Chow, Fiona Jensen and Andrew Frost who will be leaving our school at the 
conclusion of this year. Thank you for all your hard work and effort you have put into your students. I wish you 
all the best with your future endeavours.  
 

Jane Brown is also leaving us at the end of this year to begin a new chapter in her life as she retires after 21 
years at South Thornlie Primary School. I would like to remind parents and caregivers of a special Assembly 
next Friday, 4 December followed by a morning tea in the staffroom at 9.30am. Please join us to celebrate Jane’s 
retirement. 
 

Mindfulness Session 
On Tuesday this week, one of our parents, Ms Kristen Thackray, provided a free Mindfulness 
session to interested students in Years 3-6. The feedback from participants was very positive. 
Thanks to Kristen for providing this wonderful experience for our students. Hopefully we can 
extend to some further mindfulness sessions in 2021. 
 

Edu-Dance Concert 
We will be holding the annual Edu-Dance Concert on Tuesday, 8 December on the oval at 6pm. Students would 
have already received further information for the event. This year due to COVID-19 and continuing social 
distancing requirements under the Phase 4 restrictions, we are seeking your cooperation to minimise the 
numbers of parents and caregivers in our audience and requesting that a maximum of 2 persons per family 
attend. Siblings under 5 are not included in this allocation. A copy of the costume requirements can be found on 
page 12 of this newsletter. 
 

Story Dogs 
A reading support program called ‘Story Dogs’ was introduced at our school in week 6 of this term. Mick Bono 
visits selected students on Tuesdays and Thursdays with his trusty helper Dutch, a great dane who loves 
listening to children read! The students are thoroughly enjoying the program and we look forward to providing 
this amazing program to students in 2021. 
 

Canteen 
A friendly reminder to parents and caregivers that the last day for canteen orders will be Friday, 11 December. 
Please remember to bring packed lunches everyday for the remainder of the school year. 
 

Values Raffle Winner 
Congratulations to our week 6 winner, Kobe Collard from A3. Well done! 

 
 

Megan Barnett   
Principal  
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Term Planner – Term 4 
 

Honour Certificates 
Congratulations to the following students on their outstanding achievements! 

Week 6 – Friday, 20 November 2020 Recipients 

ECC1 Nate Roads Nevaeh Coffin B2 Lucas Hein Te Uruhi Kingi 

ECC2 Misan Elsheikh Quade White B3 Tate Carlyon Jack Brown 

A1 Tritanon Kanjanaprapra Roman Harrison B4 Jai Bohan Laura Wagg 

A2 Calvin Thornton Kiesha La-Rue C1 Levi Otley Kayla Macey 

A3 Mark Barrett Ebony Comer C2 Quintanna Mainard Matilda Clarke 

A4 Mohammed Alnili Lawrence Liu C3 Lydia Walker Olivia Learmont 

A5 Robert Leeks Stella Okwilagwe C4  

Students on camp 
B1 Maddison Hicks TJ Sukasman C5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

WK Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

8 30 Nov 
 

1 Dec 
School Banking 
8:00 - 8:30am 

 

Edu-Dance Lessons - 
Dress Rehearsals 

 
School Board Meeting 
2.45pm in the Library 

 

2 Dec 
Principal’s Morning Tea 

3 Dec 
Edu-Dance Lessons - 

Dress Rehearsals  

 

Robotics Club  
2.30 - 3.45pm 

4 Dec 
Assembly Presentation 
to Jane Brown followed 

by Morning Tea for 
parents in the staff 

room 9.30am 

9 7 Dec 
Edu-Dance Lessons – 

Final Rehearsal 
 

8 Dec 
School Banking 
8:00 - 8:30am 

 

Edu-Dance Lessons – 
Final Rehearsal 

 

Edu-Dance Concert 6pm 
on school oval 

9 Dec 
 

10 Dec 
 

 

11 Dec 
Final Newsletter 

 

Wet & Wild Reward 
Day Kindy – Year 6 

10 14 Dec 
 

15 Dec 
School Banking 
8:00 - 8:30am 

 

Y6 Graduation Assembly  
 

Y6 Graduation Dinner 
6pm 

16 Dec 
Book Awards Ceremony 

 

Parent Thank You 
Morning Tea in the staff 

room 10-11am 
 

Lost Property Display 

17 Dec 
Last day of Term for 

Students 
 

 

18 Dec 
 

PUPIL FREE DAY 

PIXIE POST IS COMING! 
Post your cards and we’ll deliver! Students are invited to post Christmas cards, festive cards 
and end of year cards before school. Please remember to be inclusive and kind. Cards only, 
please do not attach lollies or gifts. 

 

When: Week 9, Monday to Thursday Red Box - Christmas cards 

Where: Year 2 Wet Area Blue Box - If you do not celebrate Christmas, feel 
free to post friendship cards. 

 
 
 

WET & WILD REWARD DAY 
Students in Kindy to Year 6 with good standing have been invited to the Wet & Wild Reward 
Day on Friday, 11 December 2020. Payment of $10 is due no later than Friday, Week 8. 
We will accept cash and Eftpos payments. Spare forms with details of the event are 
available in the office. 

FREE PARENT WORKSHOP – KIDS NUTRITION 
One of our parents, Faye Brougham, is a qualified Nutritionist specialising in whole food plant-
based nutrition. She has offered to run a free parent workshop on how to help your kids eat more 
plant foods. In this workshop we will cover strategies to take the “fight” out of food with the magic 
words to make dinner more peaceful. Faye will also cover a scientific approach of exploration with 
new foods and have a Q&A for parents concerned about their child’s nutrition. It will be held in 
the Library on Wednesday, 2 December 2020 at 1.30pm. Register your attendance by 

contacting the office on 9232 3600.  
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2020 YEAR 6 CAMP TO ROTTNEST ISLAND 
What an amazing week our Year 6 children had at Rottnest for the annual camp. Our children 
are to be congratulated on their behaviour, cooperation, work attitude and respect for teachers, 
parents, public and the Island. We had a wonderful week of historical tours and team challenge 
searches, riding around the island, swimming, beach volleyball, tennis, fishing, star gazing, myths 
and legends stories, sand sculpture competitions and ‘Minute To Win it’ team challenges. 
 

A huge thank you to the parent helpers, Mrs Brown, Mrs Johnson, Miss Paine, Mrs Sheridan and 
Mr Goodhew, who gave up a week at work to help supervise, feed, inspire, nurse and parent 50 
children. These parents were amazing and we greatly appreciate their efforts. 
 

Everywhere our children went we received positive feedback from the Rottnest guides, tour 
operators and general public saying how wonderful our children behaved. 
Our children learnt so many life skills which will stand them in good stead for their future lives. 
 

Thanks everyone for making my last camp a wonderful and satisfying experience. 
 

Graeme Edwards 
PE Teacher 
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2020 YEAR 6 CAMP TO ROTTNEST ISLAND RECOUNT 
 

Monday, 16 November 
Everyone anxiously waited on the docks, faces pressed against the fence peering out for the first 
glimpse of the ferry. The students were getting too excited when the ferry slowly waded into view, 
exhilarated for the journey ahead. The students descended down the steps into the bottom of 
the boat while the parents were desperate for a last glimpse of their children.  The ferry jumped 
over and over while it sped across the ocean, becoming a haze of magnificent shades of blue 
and aqua as the island slowly came into sight. The excitement was high as the students rode 
into the small cul-de-sac of houses, each one racing to their own. Quickly unpacking in time for 
the beach. Dinner was done as dusk set upon them, ready for stargazing. As the sky became 
darker the stars shone at us like a million suns and the day was done. 
  

Tuesday, 17 November 
The morning was busy for the students as they got ready for the morning beach walk. All the 
students gathered at their houses, calm and ready for breakfast. Suddenly as if the calm had 
never existed, it was washed away by the dorm inspection. Students in every house rushed 
around cleaning rapidly, a knock at the door and everyone goes silent. The sun shines vibrantly 
as the bright red bikes gleam in the blinding light, ready for action. The excitement burst as the 
students ventured out to the vast expanse of hills and lakes. Single file up and down, up and 
down the challenging hills, with the Oliver Hill gun standing out proudly amongst the rusted, 
barbed wire fencing. But it was closed. The students hiked back toward the houses, but what 
was uphill before, became downhill now. Speeding down the hill, turning this way, and that. 
Slowly heading back towards Thompson Bay, careful of how they rode and finally reach the 
beach which was crowded with laughter. Showered and stomachs no longer empty the students 
walked towards the salt store as night fell upon them. “The best time to tell ghost stories.” The 
guide exclaimed mysteriously. The school followed the guide around the town, each time 
stopping to tell a different, haunting story.  
On the walk back towards Governor’s Circle a chill had set upon the students, the moon shining 
high and bright ready to haunt another.  
 

Wednesday, 18 November 
House leaders and children cleaning, hoping for a good score for the inspections, after the daily 
beach walk. At 9am we all rode up hills to get to the lighthouse. We had seen it flashing its light 
every eight seconds the night before while we were star gazing. After recreation at the beach we 
quickly ate dinner and rushed to the Peacock Inn for ‘Minute to Win it’ challenges in our day 
groups. We had to pick up smarties using only a straw, then the same with chopsticks, get the 
shuttlecock into the bucket, get the ping-pong ball in the egg cartons, get an oreo in your mouth 
with no hands, make the longest minty wrapper and stack cups with our group. They thought the 
lighthouse ride was challenging, wait until you hear about the whole island ride.  
   

Thursday, 19 November 
Sweat dripping down our faces, the sun red hot like the red colour of the bikes we rode. The 
people who chose not to go on this ride stayed back and played charades and did scavenger 
hunts in a wide area around Governor’s Circle. After we all got back everyone cheered as we 
came down the last hill of the ride. We showered quickly then ate dinner. Then the moment we 
all waited for...red faces, some cried, some laughed but we all had so much fun showing Mr 
Edwards the act we worked so hard for. We are all so thankful of Mr Edwards. 
  

Friday 20 November 
Finally, the last day. Friday is the last day of Rottnest Camp 2020 for the Year 6’s. The lights 
flickered on and all we could hear was people jumping out of their beds. First thing we have to 
do today is get our awards and we were super exited. We all raced to the Peacock Inn and got 
our awards. Some were super funny and some were just plain cool. ‘Everyone’ said Mr Edwards 
‘we are going to mini golf’. YES!!! Said everyone in the room. We arrived at the mini golf place 
and it was super fun and I wish we could stay for longer. After we did the mini golf we went in 
our groups to the gift shop also known as the General Store. We were allowed to get a drink, 
some lollies and a gift. Now we all have to go home and we all jump on the ferry. 



5 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

OBSTACLE-A-THON 
To be in the draw for a brand new bicycle, make sure you hand in your sponsorship forms and money 
no later than Monday, 7 December 2020. For each dollar raised, you will receive one raffle ticket. 
Year level prizes are also on offer for students who raise the most funds. The major prize has been 
donated and will be drawn by Chris Tallentire MLA, Member for Thornlie, at the Edu-Dance Concert 
on Tuesday, 8 December 2020.  
 
 
 

 

ATTENDANCE MESSAGE 
Extra days off between changing schools 
Moving between schools can be an opportune time for a “little 
break” from school but getting students quickly to their new 
school is very important so that learning is not missed and new 
routines and friendships are established quickly.  Regardless of 
how many schools are attended, student data is tracked by the 
Department of Education every day and these absences remain 
on student records until they leave in Year 12. Make the move 
quickly to benefit your children! 

ORDER UNIFORMS FOR 2021 
Order and collect uniforms from the office, Monday to Friday, during the term. 

Order forms available in the office. We accept cash and Eftpos payments. 

FORMS/NOTES SENT HOME – CHECK WEBSITE 
Missing notes? Notes and forms can be accessed on the school website:  

www.souththornlieps.wa.edu.au 
Look under - News, Current News, Current Notes. Alternatively, spares are usually available 
in the office. 

 

BOOKLISTS 2021 
Booklists for 2021 have been sent home. These are also available on our website 
www.souththornlieps.wa.edu.au under Enrolments, Booklist 2021. Online order 
code P5PC www.campion.com.au. For pre-paid orders, drop your completed 
form to the office. All online and pre-paid orders due Friday, 4 December 2020. 

 

 

http://www.souththornlieps.wa.edu.au/
http://www.campion.com.au/
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HEALTHY HABITS 
Decoding Food Labels 
Learning how to read food labels can help you decide which foods are the healthiest options for 
you and your family. 
 

Nutrition Information Panel (NIP) 
In Australia, most packaged foods must display a nutrition information panel. The panel shows 
the amount of nutrients ‘per serving size’ and ‘per 100g’. As the serving size on the package may 
differ for similar products and may be different from what you actually eat, it is best to use the 
‘per 100g’ column to compare products. 
 

To decide if a product is a healthy choice, use the following guide: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ingredients List 
Ingredient lists can also help you decide if a product is healthy. Ingredients are listed from most 
to least amounts, so the main ingredients are listed first. Look out for added sugar and salt. 
 

These can appear on the ingredients list under many different names. All types of sugar and salt 
are similar nutritionally and will be used in the body in a similar way. Don’t be fooled by the 
marketing claims! 
 

Marieka Rendall 
Teacher / Health Coordinator 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA SAFETY PARENT WORKSHOP 
 

Topics include: 
• Cyber Bullying 
• Self Harm Disclosures 
• Online Harrassment 
• Internet Addictions 
• Parental Control Settings 

Location: South Thornlie Library 
Date: Wednesday, 9 December 2020 
Time: 1.30pm-2.30pm  

 

 
All are welcome! 
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ENGLISH TAP AWARDS 
Congratulations to the following students on being awarded for successful completion of the 
English Targeted Achievement Program. Well done!  

 

 TJ Smith  Laurence Chen  Othni Fernando 

 Lucas Hein  Manu Tapara  Layla Pearce 

 Lexi Hames  Isla Wall  Oliver Fernandez 

 Torrell Noble  Lachlan Smyth  Isabell Gardin 

 Haidyn Mullane  Layla Earle-Paterson  Lia Gora 

 Doris Wang   
 

Congratulations also to Jai Bohan for achieving specific targets in MultiLit.  
A fantastic effort! 
 

Wendy Fisher and Louise Hales 
English TAP Program 

SCIENCE NEWS 
In Science this week we have been doing lots of experimenting. The Year 1’s were making lots of 
sound with their balloon bassoons. The Year 2’s have been making paper helicopters and then 
changing either the size or weight to see if this affects their flight. The Year 3’s found out that heat can 
make a spoon feel different. The Year 4’s tested out our new friction ramps. The Year 5’s wrote their 
own experiments relating to transparent, translucent and opaque and then had to follow other groups 
instructions. It wasn't as easy as it sounded! I'm sure that the Year 6’s did lots of scientific exploring 
at Rottnest! 
 

Larissa Waghorn 
Science Teacher 

 

CHINESE SCHOOL PARTNERSHIP 
Students in A3 have recently finished writing letters to Ding Hui Experimental Primary School in 
Zhejiang, Hangzhou City and are looking forward to a reply from China. Furthermore, Kindy, A3, B4 
and students in EAL/D TAP groups have participated in activities related to a partnership program with 
our third Chinese Partnership school, Caihe N°3 Primary School in Zhejiang, Hangzhou City. Students 
made well wishing signs and coloured pictures of mascots that will be representing the upcoming Asia 
Games that is to be held in Hangzhou, China in 2022. Thank you to all the students who participated 
in this activity. Australian Athletics will participate for the first time in the 2022 Asia games in five sports, 
soccer, basketball, volleyball, beach volleyball and fencing. 
 

Jiapei Hoe 
Teacher / Coordinator 
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SEEDS IN SPACE 
What’ll Happen to the Wattle? 
SYDNEY - One Giant Leap Australia Foundation is sending native golden wattle seeds to the 
International Space Station in early December, 2020. 
 

In collaboration with the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA), the seeds will live in 
space for six months, returning to Australia in time for Science Week 2021. 
 

Supported by the Australian Space Agency, the "What’ll happen with the wattle??!" Program is 
being offered to more than 150 schools, Scout Groups and Australian Air Force Cadets across 
Australia. 
 

A community panel judged the applications which included 200 words and a short video, 
explaining what the schools would do with the wattle once it had grown.  
 

One of the panel members said, “We have spent 5 days watching videos, entries from all over 
Australia. From a single teacher in a face mask in a school in Victoria to a small school in remote 
Northern Territory. It has been an amazing opportunity to laugh and cry our way through them.” 
 

“Our school, South Thornlie Primary School, has been identified as one of the schools to receive 
the wattle seeds. We have been busy creating a Noongar Outdoor Learning Area in our 
playground and these wattles will be a fantastic addition to this space. We are very excited to 
have been selected and can’t wait to see if spending 6 months in space makes any difference 
to the seeds and the growth of the plants.” - Larissa Waghorn, Science Teacher.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Once selected, the chosen schools around Australia will receive wattle seeds that have flown 
to space, plus seeds that have not. The seeds are from the same seed lot. Students are asked 
to germinate and grow their seeds, recording data about the germination and seed growth. Data 
will be uploaded to the ‘What’ll happen to the wattle??!’ app. 
 

Throughout the programme, One Giant Leap Australia Foundation will run teleconferences and 
provide educational support to participating groups.  
 

The 12 month to 2 year project will result in the creation of a nationwide map identifying the 
location of Australia‘s 'space wattle’ trees. 
 

The project is an historic opportunity for Australian schools and students. 
 

Click the link below to view the Japanese Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) media 
announcement: 
https://iss.jaxa.jp/en/kuoa/news/200901.html 
 

To visit the Facebook page, click on the following link: https://fb.me/e/g7URj2Zg0 
 

For further information, please contact:  
 

Jackie Carpenter 
Director 
One Giant Leap Australia Foundation 
0412 326 509 

Larissa Waghorn 
Science Teacher 
South Thornlie Primary School 
08 9232 3600 

 

Larissa Waghorn 
Science Teacher 

https://iss.jaxa.jp/en/kuoa/news/200901.html
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffb.me%2Fe%2Fg7URj2Zg0&data=04%7C01%7Cshayla.dsylva2%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cd01c4b90e31a458d4bb008d8904b99de%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C637418001660674617%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=HBaN%2FRjhOQ%2FeLQhIa7aC96sBEt6d2uuS2vjhFeZ%2BWQg%3D&reserved=0
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CELEBRATING CULTURAL DIVERSITY 
At South Thornlie Primary School we believe in celebrating and valuing our culturally diverse 
school. Our University Social Workers have been working with our parents and collecting their 
stories.  
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SCHOOL CLUBS 
Choir 
The choir students will be performing at several special events in the coming weeks. The students 
have been practising very hard and can’t wait to show off their singing voices! 

 Jane Brown’s retirement assembly – Friday, 4 December 2020 

 Edu-Dance concert – Tuesday, 8 December 2020 

 Year 6 Graduation assembly – Tuesday, 16 December 2020 
 

Kara Forder 
Music Teacher 
 

Robotics Competition 
The robotics competition is rapidly approaching! We are competing at Armadale 
Senior High School on Saturday, 5 December 2020. Unfortunately due to Covid-19 
restrictions, spectators are not allowed to attend this year, however, we can take 
along 2 parents as 'coaches'. If you are interested in joining us for the day, come 
and see me as soon as possible. A note will be going home with the robotics 
students this week that needs to be signed and returned as soon as possible. 

 

Larissa Waghorn 

Science Teacher / Robotics Coordinator 

CHAPLAIN’S CHAT 
Core Beliefs 
Everyone looks at the world differently. Two people can have the same experience, yet have very 
different interpretations of what happened. Core beliefs are the deeply held beliefs that influence 
how we interpret our experiences. 
Think of core beliefs like a pair of sunglasses. Everyone has a different “shade” that causes them 
to see things differently. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Many people have negative core beliefs that cause harmful consequences. To begin challenging 
your negative core beliefs, you first need to identify what they are. Here are some common 
examples:  

 I’m unlovable; I’m stupid; I’m boring  

 I’m not good enough; I’m ugly; I’m worthless  

 I’m a bad person; I’m abnormal; I’m undeserving 
 

What is one of your negative core beliefs? List three pieces of evidence contrary to your negative 
core belief. It is so important that we change those negative core beliefs and choose to speak to 
ourselves as we would to our family and friends. What internal dialogue do you need to change? 
Provided by TherapistAid.com © 2015 
 

Blessings, 
 

Diane Thoomes 
School Chaplain 
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P&C NEWS 
Cookie Dough Fundraiser 
Thankyou to everyone who supported our big fundraiser this year, I am now able to confirm that 
we made a profit of $2,310.00, which will go towards improvements around the school making 
South Thornlie an even better place for our kids to be. 
 

A huge thanks the the Papaphotis family who coordinated the fundraiser, and the Stoker family 
for collecting the order and helping collate the orders. 
 

Cookie Dough For Sale - We do have some spare tubs on sale for $16 each, if you 
are interested in purchasing some more, please contact the office and the ladies will 
assist you in reaching Nancy for ordering. 
 

Edu-Dance Concert 
I hope everyone is looking forward to our annual Edu-Dance Concert as much as I am! It’s great 
to see what the kids have learnt during this Term, and brings the school year to a perfect end! 
 

This year, the P&C will have various items for sale, see prices below. So please bring along some 
coins and support our last little fundraiser for the year. 

 Cold drinks - $1.50 

 Glow sticks - 4 for $1 

 Battery operated candle sticks - $2 
 

Canteen 
Just a quick "save the date" - the Canteen’s last day for service for 2020 will be Friday, 11 
December. Again we thank you for your support and look forward to making some additions and 
improvements in 2021. 
 

I would also like to take the opportunity to thank Jenny, who is our paid assistant in 
the canteen, and Laraine, who is our constant volunteer, they both do an amazing 
job providing school lunches for our kids. Thanks also to our parent volunteers who 
also support our canteen. 

 

Erin Samson 
P&C President 
 

FROM THE SCHOOL HEALTH NURSE 
Bedwetting 
Bedwetting, or nocturnal enuresis, is very common in children. Bedwetting has nothing to do with 
dreaming, and children who wet the bed are not “just being lazy”. 
 

If your child wets the bed, there are a number of things you can do to help, such as using a waterproof 
mattress cover and establishing a before-bed toilet routine. It is not helpful to punish children who wet 
the bed. Fluids should not be restricted, even before bedtime. Sugary or caffeinated drinks should be 
avoided. 
 

If your child is still wetting the bed after five and a half years of age, seek help through a referral by 
your local doctor. A bedwetting alarm is an effective and safe method of treatment available for 
nocturnal enuresis and may be appropriate for your child.  
 

Contact your local Community Health Nurse or Community Health Centre on 6330 3123 for more 
information. 
 

Clare Pargeter 
School Health Nurse 
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