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From the Principal’s Desk
Dear Parents and Caregivers

Thank you to all of the parents and
extended families who joined us for the Edu
Dance end of year concert on Tuesday
night. Well done to all of our students for
their wonderful efforts and behaviour on the
night and thank you to our dedicated
teachers and staff for attending the evening

and their performance at the end of the evening. A big thank
you also to the parent volunteers who assisted with the set up
and pack down of the concert equipment and became parking
wardens for the evening.

As the school year comes to a close we still have the following
events which will take place;

Graduation Assembly and Dinner – Tuesday 17
December

Our Year six graduation will take place in the Arts Centre on
Tuesday 17 December commencing at 8:30am. Our graduating
students will be announced and perform on stage for their last
time at South Thornlie Primary School. Subject awards and
scholarships will be presented to selected students by staff and
community members and our school choir will be performing.
We look forward to your company for this annual event.

Our Graduation dinner will take place at Sacred Heart Primary
School on Tuesday 17 December. Parents are asked to arrive
with their child at 5:40 for a 6:00pm start. If you arrive late
you will be asked to use a side door so as not to disturb
the ceremony. Parents and family members are invited to stay
to listen to speeches from the class teachers before leaving.
Please return at 8:45pm to view a power point of some of the
highlights of the 2019 school year. The evening will conclude at
9:00pm. All students should be collected at this time.

Book Awards Ceremony – Wednesday 18
December

Our Book Award Ceremony will take place on Wednesday 18
December at 8:30am in the Arts Centre Each class teacher
will award two books to the students in their class, one for
Citizenship and one for Academic Achievement. I hope you will
join us for this event.

Thank You Morning Tea– Wednesday 18
December

Our Thank You Morning Tea will be held at 10am in the
staffroom on Wednesday 18 December for all volunteers and
parent helpers who have assisted South Thornlie Primary
School in the many programs that we run to support student
learning. Staff and students appreciate your efforts and
recognise your value to our school community. Anyone who
has helped during the year is welcome to attend. I look forward
to seeing you there.

School Reports– Wednesday 18 December

Semester 2 school reports will be sent home with your children
on Wednesday 18 December.

2020 Class Lists – Thursday 30 January 2020

Class lists for 2020 will be displayed on Thursday 30 January
2020 on booklist day. The booklist collection and uniform shop
will be open from 9am to 11am in the Arts Centre.

School Start Date 2020

School will resume for students on Monday 3 February 2020.

Staff Information

Farewell to one of our long term teachers, Annette Matthews,
who has taught at South Thornlie Primary School for 27 years.
Her contribution to our school community has been
tremendous and she will be missed by us all. On behalf of the
staff and students of South Thornlie Primary School we wish
her well for a wonderful retirement and hope to see her often.
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We also say farewell to Scott MacDonald, Astrie Brown,
Richelle Gibson, Jessica Bushby and Emma Kleinig. Best
wishes to you all for your future carerrs and thank you for being
a part of South Thornlie community for 2019. Congratulations
to Jessica on the birth of her baby boy.

School Canteen

Please be reminded that there will be no more orders from the
Canteen for the remainder of 2019.

As this is the last newsletter for 2019 I would like to take this
opportunity on behalf of all the staff at South Thornlie Primary
School to wish you all a wonderful holiday and look forward to
seeing you all rested and ready for 2020.

Community Garden Sausage Sizzle

One of our parent volunteers who has been assisting us in
creating our community garden has arranged a sausage sizzle
at Bunnings Maddington on Boxing Day 26 December 2019.

All funds raised will go to improving this area for our school
community. Genna needs volunteers to be able to make this
event happen. If you are able to help for a few hours, please
contact Genna on 0424 213 198.

Pre Primary Busy Bee

The Pre Primary area is creating a new path from B Block
basketball courts to ECC3. There will also be a mud kitchen and
water walls installed. The school is asking for parent assistance
on Saturday 11th January 2020, 9am.

There will be a free sausage sizzle and cool drinks for parent
helpers.

Voluntary Contributions

We are still seeking payment for the Voluntary Contributions
for 2019. This payment is essential in assisting South Thornlie
Primary School in the operation of the school and purchasing
items for the children.

Payments can be made directly to the office using cash,
cheque or card. We are happy to receive instalments if that
makes paying your contributions easier. The administration
office can take debit and credit card payments over the phone.
PH: 9459 4655. Thank you.

SMS System

This is a Departmental SMS form of communication, which
allows parents to connect directly with the school via a mobile
number.

As parents you can now send messages to advise the school
that your child is arriving late or if they are absent or unwell.

Our school will communicate with parents individually, class
groups or send whole school messages. These may include
student absences or concerns, event reminders, award
recipients, community concerns, special events or date/times
changes.

DATES TO REMEMBER

Tuesday 17
December

School Banking

Lego Club

Graduation Assembly

Graduation Dinner

8.00-8.45am

2.30-3.30pm

8.30am

6.00pm

Wednesday 18
December

Uniform Shop

School Reports sent
home

Lost property display

Book Awards
Ceremony

8.00-8.45am

8.30am

Thursday 19
December

Last Day of school for
students

Bell Ceremony and
farewell assembly

2.00pm

Thursday 30
January

Booklist collection – Art
Centre

Uniform Shop

9.00-11.00am

9.00-11.00am

Monday 3
February

Student Return 8.30am

Megan Barnett
Principal

Attendance
Changing schools: Extra days off
between changing schools.

Moving between schools can be an
opportune time for a “little break” from
school but getting students quickly to their
new school is very important so that
learning is not missed and new routines and
friendships are established quickly.

Regardless of how many schools are attended, student data is
tracked by the Department of Education every day and these
absences remain on student records until they leave in Year 12.
Make the move quickly to benefit your children!

Kim Pedrick
Deputy Principal

Raffle
Congratulations to Robert Leeks in A3 who
won the raffle for school values. Robert
should be congratulated on his
achievements in the class room.

• The number you need to use is 0438 579 518
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Serena Gosnay
Deputy Principal

Art

Astrie Brown
Art Teacher

Art Master
Monday 25th November 2019, was the final
Art Masters Class for the year. We ran two
extra sessions this term.

The C Block students have worked
tirelessly and patiently to complete a
painstakingly detailed self-portrait,

learning about “Value”, observing light,
shade and density.

The students discovered pointillism - a technique in which
small, distinct dots of colour are applied in patterns to form the
image. Our students chose to use this technique using black on
white.

The students should be deservedly pleased and very proud of
their efforts as I know I am!

It has been an absolute pleasure running the Talented and
Gifted After School program throughout the year, working with
students from Years 1 – 6.

I would like to once again thank Mrs Laura Goodhew and Ms
Kerry Winmar-Taylor for their assistance with the Year 1 &2
students, in Term 1.

I would also sincerely like to thank Mrs Sonya Lloyd for her
regular and much valued assistance throughout Terms 3 and 4
– with the B Block and C Block Art Masters this year.

As always, I wish to acknowledge the help of Mrs Wendy Fisher
who once again gave up her time to support me in running this
program.

I hope to display the finished portraits before the end of the
school year, as our Year 6 students will be venturing off to
High School, where we hope they will continue to pursue their
passion for the Visual Arts.

A big thank you to all the students who attended Art Masters in
2019, your talent and enthusiasm continues to inspire me.

Leanne Tapper
Coordinator Art Masters
Gifted and Talented Visual Art

Lego Robotics
Our Robotics engineers competed at the
Regional Finals of the First Lego League
competition on Sunday 1st of December at
Armadale Senior High School. They were
competing against 35 other teams from
both primary and high schools. All 15
students did an amazing job in showcasing
not only their coding skills, but their

teamwork, problem solving skills, resiliency and general
awesomeness! We are all so proud of all you! One of the two
teams, the STPS Robot Warriors, managed to bring home a
Judges' Trophy that was awarded for being Autonomous
learners which means that they earned this trophy themselves,
with very little input from their coaches. Not only did they win
that trophy, they also came 2nd in the Robot Competition, the
only Primary School team in the top 6!! This has earned them a
place at the State Championship’s. That is an incredible
achievement and you should all be very proud of yourselves.

This does mean that the STPS Robot Warriors will be
competing at Curtin University this Saturday, 14th December. If
anyone wants to come down and have a look at what we are
doing and support our team we would greatly appreciate it. The
Opening Ceremony is at 8:30 and the competition starts at 9:00
am. There will be events running through until at least 3:00pm
but I am not sure yet when our events will be. Come down and
have a look - it is a great atmosphere and the students love it!
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I want to also take this opportunity to say a very big thank you
to my other coaches, Mrs Jenny Liedermoy (Year 6 teacher),
Mrs Carina Brown (Parent Coach) and Mrs Michelle Manolas
(past Parent who keeps coming back to help save me!!!) I
couldn't have done it without you this year and the students
and I greatly appreciate everything you have done for us.

I hope that everyone has a wonderful Christmas and a peaceful,
relaxing holiday break. To those students who are returning
next year, I look forward to seeing you all again in February,
and to those who are leaving us I wish you every success and
happiness.

Chaplains Chat
We made it woohoo If your year was
anything like mine, that statement I just
made will resonate with you in a big way.
For some of us, we have dealt with the
good, bad, mad, and sad stuff…but we can
rejoice in the fact that we are still standing!
Feel proud of what you have come through,
take what has helped you, and throw the

rest away.

I am excited to let you know that I will be returning next year,
working a 3 day fortnight

I will once again be offering the following services:

Drumming.

Target and purpose:

The Rhythm2Recovery (known as Rhythm 2 Resilience at South
Thornlie Primary) program was developed to combine the
benefits of drumming and cognitive behavioural therapy so that
young people can transfer the lessons from the drum circle to
their everyday lives. Analogies are used to create awareness
of the links between the social skills developed as part of the
music group and those required to form healthy and supportive
relationships with others.

Student feedback: “I love drumming; it is fun” (yr 2 student).
“I’m learning that it’s ok to make a mistake” (year 4 student). “I
love that we can be an individual, but still work together to make
a rhythm, just like in life” (yr 6 student).

Teacher feedback: “Students love going to it, they look forward
to each week”. “One of my students is very quiet and shy;
she finds it difficult to talk to people. She doesn't like school
because she hasn't got any friends and for her to have

something that she really looks forward to each week is just
brilliant.”

Rainbows grief & Loss program.

Target and Purpose:

The Rainbows program is designed for those students who
have been affected by grief and loss, whether that’s the death
of a loved one; family breakdown; those in foster care; parents
who are FIFO; long illness; parent/s incarcerated.

Student feedback: “I love coming to Rainbows”; “I am so glad
I have a safe place to talk about my family and my feelings”; “I
didn’t know someone else was going through the same thing
as me”.

Leadership Program.

Target and purpose:

To share and discuss with the Councillors, Ambassadors and
Faction Captains inspirational people/leaders from around the
world from different ethnic groups; different eras and socio
economic backgrounds. To help create in them the idea that it
doesn’t matter what background you come from, or the current
circumstances you find yourself in, if you have a passion and
zeal, you can achieve anything.

Student Feedback: “I’m realising how important it is to believe
in myself”. “It has helped me have courage when needing to
speak at Assembly”.

One on one support.

Target and purpose:

For those students going through difficulties at home or school,
offering an unbiased, safe space for them to offload and
discuss their issues. Issues can range from peer/friendships;
family breakdown; school authority; bullying; mental health
(anxiety, low self-esteem), abuse. All conversation is confidential
unless it is a disclosure of abuse: neglect; physical or of the
sexual nature. If I receive a disclosure, I am obligated by law to
report it to Admin and record the conversation on both a DoE
disclosure form and also YouthCARE”s disclosure recording
system.

Student feedback: “Thank you Mrs T, I have sorted my problem
with my friend”. “I am so happy that you are at this school to
help me when I have problems with my Dad”.

Parent feedback: “My son looks forward to Fridays, as he
knows that is the day he gets to see you.”

Teacher feedback: “I have seen a difference in (name removed)
his class behaviour since he has been coming to you.”

If you feel your child would benefit from any of the above, please
don’t hesitate in speaking with your child’s class teacher or
contact the front office.

Have a blessed week.

Chaplain Diane

Parents & Citizens News
Meetings – Fridays Week 2 of each term
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Canteen

The Canteen's first day back for orders will be
Wednesday 12 February 2020.

“Thank you to the school, volunteers and families supporting
the canteen. Have a fun holiday and see you all back in 2020!"

A lunch order service is available every Wednesday and Friday.
Menu and lunch order bags can be found at the front office.

**New** Fab Fridays Special – Italian Pasta Salad $4

Wacky Wednesdays Specials – Pies and sausage rolls.

Like and follow our Facebook page, SOUTH THORNLIE
PRIMARY CANTEEN for more details and to keep up to date
with specials and/or changes

South Thornlie Parents and Community

The South Thornlie Parents & Citizens are an amazing group
of volunteering Mums and Dads, who as individuals give up a
small amount of time out of their week, to keep the volunteer
run services of our school running smoothly.

It is important to state you do not need to take on a formal role
with the Parents & Citizens to be actively involved. There are
many ways to support the Parents & Citizens and its ventures,
so come to one of our meetings to see just what we have
planned, meet some new friends, contribute to the school
community and support our students.

Meetings are announced on our Facebook page – South
Thornlie Primary School Parent and Citizens

These services are:

School Banking- Tuesdays 8am – 8.30am

The Commonwealth Bank will continue to run competitions,
promotions and savings incentives each term in 2019. Any
amount can be deposited. It could be pocket money, birthday
money etc. Students are encouraged to deposit the money
themselves and learn the value of saving and tracking their
money.

Uniform Shop- Wednesday mornings 8.00am-8.45am is
co-ordinated by Mrs Alaine Poulsen

(Cash or Cheque only, NO EFTPOS)

Second hand uniforms needed - If your student has grown
out of their uniform or graduated/left the school, please
recycle the uniforms back through the school. Please
donate any second-hand uniforms to the uniform shop or
front office. All Second-hand uniforms are sold for $2 each.

Clearance Sale All old stock of pants, shorts, skirts are $5
each

Lego Club- Every 2nd Tuesday starting week 2, after school
until 3.30pm is run by Mrs Tracey Nelson and Mrs Alaine
Poulsen.

Lego Club

In order to keep Lego Club running smoothly, we need a few
more Volunteer parents/carers who wish to help supervise our
Lego Club members. Please feel free to approach our friendly
Lego Club leaders if you can help.

All parents and students are required to sign a Lego Club
Contract of Attendance per student. This contract is to ensure
that all Lego club participants receive the equal right to play in a
happy and safe environment. The contract simply outlines each
participant’s responsibilities as a member. The Lego contracts
can be located in the front office.

Chess Club

Dates for 2020 to be confirmed.
Chess Club - 2:30-3:30 in Community Room

Coaches – Dante Osorio, Michelle Manolas and Ben Dagza.
Contact Michelle on 0418 959 094 if you have any questions.

Jolly Socks Fundraiser

P&C will be selling Jolly socks before and after assemblies and
at the uniform shop on Wednesdays. They all cost $5 a pair
– come and see the great range! 5 different sizes and many
designs to choose from.

Future Projects and Parent &Citizens Contribution

There are several projects in which the P&C contribute to
throughout the year with the money raised from our fundraising
events. As our school admin work hard to upgrade our school
and make it a safer and happier environment for our children,
we are looking for ways in which we can contribute further in
the very near future. If you know of anyone or have any ideas
on raising funds for future projects, we would love to hear from
you.

Please feel free to contact our sub-committee co-ordinators.

Nancy Papaphotis 0412 814 136 (Fundraising)

Sonya Perry (Kindy-Pre-Primary)

If you have any questions about our P&C activities or wish to
contribute or participate. Thank you.

Fiona Johnson
P&C President
stps.president@gmail.com

Erin Samson
Vice President

Dilhari Mahiepala
Secretary
stps.pac@hotmail.com

Congratulations
Congratulations to Hannah Garlett who was a previous student
at South Thornlie Primary School on her netball achievements.
Hannah will embark on the trip of a lifetime to showcase her
netball skills on the national stage. Hannah has been selected
to represent Western Australia and will fly to Queensland to
compete against netballers from around the country in the
2020 Australian Indigenous Netball Championships. Way to go
Hannah!
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