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South Thornlie Primary School 
WA Education Award Finalist 

 
 

 Souththornlieps South Thornlie Primary School www.souththornlieps.wa.edu.au 
 
 

Newsletter: Term 3, Week 3    Friday, 4 August 2023 
 

Term 2 Planner 

 

Principal’s Message 
Dear parents and caregivers, welcome to the week 3 newsletter edition. We are busily 
preparing for our upcoming annual Open Night. This is an exciting school community event 
that will take place in week 6 on Wednesday, 23 August 2023 from 5.00-7.00pm. See flyer 
on page #2 for more details. 

 

School Improvements 
We continually strive to improve our school for the benefit of our whole school community. Over the 
recent school holidays, our gardeners John and Ralph, paved a path in Pre-Primary and upgraded 
the cubby. The female staff bathroom also received a new double vanity. 
 

Year 6 Carnival Day Fundraiser 
Students in Kindy to Year 5 will have the opportunity to participate in the Carnival Fun Day which 
is being held on Thursday, 10 August 2023. The Year 6s have been very busy preparing the 
games for the day. Students are invited to bring in some coins. Games will be 50 cents per turn 
and popcorn & juice boxes will be available to purchase from $1. There are fun prizes to be won. 
Proceeds from the day will be going towards camp and graduation. Thanks for your support! 

 

Book Fair – 11-16 August 2023 
Our annual Book Fair is being held from Friday, 11 August to Wednesday, 16 August in the library. 
There will be some great books for sale before school 8.00-8.40am, at lunch 1.00-1.30pm and 
after school 2.20-3.00pm. Cash and EFT available. Helpers are needed on the days too. If you 
can volunteer for any of the sessions, please contact the office on 9232 3600. No experience 
needed! We hope to see you there. 
 

Book Week Dress Up Day 
Our Book Week Dress Up Day is coming soon! Students are encouraged to dress as their 
favourite story book character on Friday, 25 August 2023. The theme for 2023 is Read, Grow, 
Inspire. Please join us for the Book Week assembly and parade at 8.30am. We look forward 
to seeing everyone in their costumes. Kindy A group students will have their dress up day on 
Monday, 28 August 2023. 

 

Values  
Our Term 3, week 2 raffle winner was Lily E from C3. Well done!  
 

Megan Barnett 
Principal 

WK Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

4 7 AUG 
 

Kindy A P&C Pyjama 
Day – Gold Coin 

Donation 
 

Year 6 Camp 
Meeting in C5 

2.45pm 
 

8 AUG 
 

School Board Meeting 
2.45pm 

 

Y3&4 Junior Robotics 
2.30-3.45pm 

9 AUG 
 

Running Club 8am K-Y6 
 

Snr Choir Practice 8am 
 

Principal’s Morning Tea 
 

Jnr Choir Practice 1pm 
 

Lego Club 2.30-3.30pm 

10 AUG 
 

Ukulele Group 8am 
 

Kindy B & PP Farm 
Incursion 

 

Year 6 Fundraiser 
Carnival Fun Day (K-6) 

 

Y5&6 Senior Robotics 
Club 2.30-3.45pm 

11 AUG 
 

C2 Assembly 8.30am 
 

Interschool Cross Country  
Y3-6 

 

5 14 AUG 
 

 

15 AUG 
 

Y3&4 Junior Robotics 
2.30-3.45pm 

 

16 AUG 
 

Running Club 8am K-Y6 
 

Snr Choir Practice 8am 
 

Kindy A Farm Incursion 
 

Jnr Choir Practice 1pm 

17 AUG 
 

Ukulele Group 8am 
 

Y5&6 Senior Robotics 
Club 2.30-3.45pm 

18 AUG 
 

Senior Choir  
One Big Voice Concert 

 

Year 6 Camp – Final 
Payments Due 

 



2 
 

  



3 
 

Week 2 Honour Certificates Awarded –Well done!  

 

ECC1 Max J Vinica L B3 Evelyn A Ashton E 
ECC2 Kaya T Noctis R B4 Jaxon S Arafat A Maya F 
A1 Quinn K Lexcy V B5 Jessica L 
A3 Ella F C2 Gemma C Riot M 
A4 Benicio D Malakai C3 Ethan D Nicolette T 
A5 Riley H C4 Yahya P Silas B 
B1 Kamal A Jaxon G C5 Maddison H 
B2 Jarvis N Nevaeh F Music Hayley G – A4 Oliver C – C5 

NOONGAR WORD OF THE WEEK 
Our students have been learning an Aboriginal word from the Noongar Language each 
week to celebrate Aboriginal Culture. The Noongar Language is the spoken language of 
the Aboriginal people from the Southwest region of WA. 
 

As part of our word of the week, each newsletter will feature words of the 
fortnight which you can practice at home. The words we will be learning 
this fortnight are: 
 

Miyal (eye) Eg. “I spy with my little miyal.” 
Mooly (nose) Eg. “I can smell with my mooly.” 
 
  
 

 

STPS DONATION PROGRAM 
$2-$5 Donations Needed for iPads 
We need help towards purchasing new iPads. One way you can help is by donating, 
anything above $2 is great! All donations are welcomed and appreciated. See the Donation 
Wall below for past donations received. Thank you for all your kind donations so far. 
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HEALTHY HABITS 
Sun Smart Tips 
Sunscreen should never be the only method of sun protection used. Nor should it be used to stay out 
in the sun longer, remember to use a combination of Slip! Slop! Slap! Seek! Slide! 
 

Crunch & Sip 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marieka Rendall 
Teacher / Coordinator 

ATTENDANCE 
Late Arrivals to School 
Consistent attendance and participation at school are essential factors in 
achieving social and academic learning outcomes. A student regularly arriving 
late will have an impact on the child’s opportunity to achieve their potential.  
 

At South Thornlie Primary School we are striving to increase the attendance of 
all students to make sure we can provide them with every opportunity to succeed. 
Being late for school on any day can make it difficult to catch-up on missed 
learning, particularly for concepts that are taught in a sequence like numeracy 
and literacy. 
 

See the table below which shows how late arrivals impact on the ability to meet learning outcomes. 
 

Late Arrival Impact on Student Learning 

If a student is late by:  The student will miss: This equals per year: 

10 minutes per day 50 minutes per week 1 week 2 hours 50 minutes 

20 minutes per day 100 minutes per week 2 weeks and 1 day 

30 minutes per day 150 minutes per week 3 weeks and 1 hour 30 minutes 

   

Over 13 school years  Over 13 school years 

10 minutes per day  14.5 weeks 

20 minutes per day  29 weeks 

30 minutes per day  43 weeks (Over 1 year of school) 
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CLASS NEWS 
Year 4 Reading Challenge 
During Term 2, the two Year 4 classes competed against each other to 
read the most minutes over the term. They averaged over 12,000 
minutes in each classroom. B5 narrowly beat B4 in the last few days of 
the term. Thank you to Faye Brougham who donated the winning prize 
of Krispy Kreme donuts to the class who had read the most. B5 enjoyed 
reading and eating the donuts! 
 

Mel Smithin & Chantelle Murray 
Year 4 Teachers 
 
B1 & C5 Australian Animals Activity 
Our students worked collaboratively on an Australian Animals activity. They completed a questionnaire 
about identifying characteristics of the animal assigned to each group. They then recorded the 
information. B1 students then added their illustrations which encouraged further conversations about 
Australia’s native animals. 
 

Jeanette Petersen & Michelle Murray 
B1 & C5 Teachers 

SCIENCE NEWS 
Science Incursions 
Last week, students in years 4-6 participated in an exciting incursion where they were engaged in an 
interactive forensics investigation. The Kindy to Year 3 classes enjoyed finding out about materials, 
mixing, heating, cooling, and changing them while using rockets, bubbles, and slime to unlock the 
mysteries of some very strange stuff! These incursions were thoroughly enjoyed by all.  
 

Chemistry in Science 
This term in Science we are looking at Chemistry. Chemistry is all about the properties of materials and 
the way that they change. One of the ways you can help your child in this area is to get them to describe 
the things that they encounter. This means making observations by using your senses to experience 
things, what do they look like, taste like, sound like, feel like and smell like.  
 

Ask them to pay attention to how these things can change. This can be changes like how water can 
change from a solid to a liquid to a gas or simply how something changes when it is cut, like watermelon. 
Ask your children to help you cook dinner and look at how the different ingredients change throughout 
the process. 
 

Larissa Waghorn 
Science Teacher 
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  MUSIC NEWS 

We are having another wonderfully busy term in music! Here are some important upcoming events. 
 

OneBigVoice Festival 
The Senior Choir will be attending this festival on Friday 18 August 2023. We are performing at the 
matinee concert, which begins at 12.30pm. The students will travel by bus to RAC Arena and will be 
away from school all day. Notes have gone home to those students performing.  
 

It is a very exciting event that the students have been preparing for all year! Parents and families are 
invited to come and watch the festival; please note that tickets are only available through the Ticketek 
website. When purchasing tickets to watch the performance, the best seating to see the South Thornlie 
PS choir is the 'Beethoven' section. There will be prompts on the website when purchasing. Please 
also note that a small number of discounted tickets are available, please come and see me if you would 
like to take advantage of this special deal (as a discount code is required).  
 

Year 4 IMSS Musical Aptitude Test 
The Year 4s will be participating in IMSS musical aptitude testing this term. This testing is to see if 
students have a natural aptitude for music and recommended to be placed in the IMSS program to 
study either guitar, flute or brass. This is a strictly limited program and is an exciting opportunity for our 
students. Notes will be sent home closer to the testing date to provide families with additional 
information in regards to the testing and the program. 
 

As usual, if you have any questions about music or the additional activities that students are 
participating in, please do not hesitate to come and see me. 
 

Stephanie Mathys 
Music Teacher 

CHALLENGE CLUB 
In Challenge Club, the Year 6 students have been mentoring the A3 Year 1 class to develop a STEM 
project: "Rice Baby Project'. The Challenge Club students completed a cooperative learning strategy 
'Think, Pair, Share' during the session.  
 

Year 1 students were encouraged by the Year 6 students to contribute ideas about keeping their baby 
safe. Mrs Claridge and Ms Murray recorded the student ideas on the Think, Pair, Share record. This 
project will be progressing over a few weeks and I look forward to sharing this with you. 
 

Michelle Murray 
Teacher / Coordinator 
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EDUCATION MINISTER’S RUNNING CHALLENGE 
 

Click on the link for more information and to register. https://emrc.perthrunningfestival.com.au/ 

https://emrc.perthrunningfestival.com.au/
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POSITIVE RELATIONSHIPS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Health and Wellbeing Committee



9 
 

  

Notes will go 

home with 

students today. 
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COMMUNITY NEWS   
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