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           South Thornlie Primary School 
Follow us on Instagram: souththornlieps 

www.souththornlieps.wa.edu.au 
 

Newsletter: Term 2, Week 3   Friday, 13 May 2022 
 

Term 2 Planner 

 

Principal’s Message 
Welcome to the week 3 newsletter edition. Students in Year 3 and 5 have been very busy taking part in the 
National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN). Students will continue with testing through to 
next week. Thank you to parents and caregivers for ensuring that students arrive to school on time and are ready 
for each day. 
 

Pirate Dress Up Day 
On Friday, 27 May 2022, students from Kindy to Year 6 are encouraged to come to school dressed 
in their favourite pirate costume and bring a gold coin donation. All funds raised will be donated to 
kids’ brain cancer research.  
 

Kindy 2023 Applications – Now Open 
We are now accepting applications for our Kindy programme 2023. Parents of children born 
between 1 July 2018 and 30 June 2019 are eligible to apply for enrolment. Applications close on 
Friday, 22 July 2022. Forms are available from the front office and on our website: 
souththornlieps.wa.edu.au. More information can be found on page #3. 

 

Aussie of the Month 
Our Aussie of the Month Award for May went to Manukura P in C2. Congratulations! 

 

Values Award Winner  
Our week 2 winner was Ollie R from A4. Well done!   
 

Megan Barnett 
Principal   

  

WK Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

4 16 MAY 
 

Y3&5 NAPLAN 
 

Ukulele Group Y3-6 8am 
 

Lunchtime Choir Practice 
Y1-3  

17 MAY 
 

Y3&5 NAPLAN 
 

School Board Meeting 
2.45pm 

 

Junior Robotics Club Y3&4 
2.30pm 

18 MAY 
 

Y3&5 NAPLAN 
 

19 MAY 
 

Y3&5 NAPLAN 
 

Running Club 8am 
 

Brownes Dairy Incursion 
Kindy, A4, A5 & B1 

 

Lunchtime Choir Practice 
Y4-6 

20 MAY 
 

Y3&5 NAPLAN 
 

A4 Assembly 8.30am 
 

Treasure Hunters lunchtime 
program Yr 3-6  

5 23 MAY 
 

Library Closed 
 

Ukulele Group Y3-6 8am 
 

Lunchtime Choir Practice 
Y1-3 

24 MAY 
 

Principal’s Morning Tea 
 

Y3&4 Junior Robotics  
Club 2.30-3.45pm 

 

Lego Club Y1-6 2.30pm 

25 MAY 
 
 

 

26 MAY 
 

Running Club 8am 
 
 

Lunchtime Choir Practice 
Y4-6 

27 MAY 
 

Pirate Dress Up Day 
 

Treasure Hunters lunchtime 
program Yr 3-6 

VOLUNTEERS WANTED 
With the easing of restrictions, parents and caregivers are able to return to volunteering  
in schools.  
 

If you are interested in assisting with reading, times tables, general classroom help, the 
Support-A-Reader or VIP program, please let us know by telephoning 9232 3600. 

 

As always, we prioritise the health and safety of our students. Please refrain from volunteering at school 
if you are unwell or have a family member isolating at home with COVID-19. 
 

We look forward to welcoming volunteers back in our school and hope to see you soon! 
 

If you have any questions, please contact the school, office on 9232 3600 or 
souththornlie.ps@education.wa.edu.au 
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Week 2 Honour Certificates Awarded –Well done! 

  

ECC1 Marley M Mia C B3 Kirra R Pernash C 
ECC2 Imran A Hayley G B4 Sarah F William F 
A1 Jayden G Lilith P B5 Haidyn M Rani M 
A2 Evelyn G Kamal A C2 Ruby B Jezreel J 
A4 Ruby H Will M C3 Jorja U John M 
A5 Quade W Charlotte G C4 Arianna R Jaxon S 
B1 Isla L Aaron M C5 Trey-Cooper R Alexia S 
B2 Mason G Seth G Music – Jamie D A1 Italian – Anas A C4 

SUSTAINABILITY 
School Garden Program Returns 
The school garden program run by our chaplain Hannah Fourie will return this term. 
Students from different year levels will have the opportunity to plant and care for fruit 
and veggies, and learn more about sustainable practices such as composting and 
the value of growing your own food. Hopefully our veggies will soon be ready to 
harvest and use in class cooking sessions! 

 

Expanded Recycling at STPS 
As part of the whole school efforts to reduce waste and become more 
environmentally friendly, new recycling bins have been introduced in Mrs 
Leaver’s Year 5 class and Ms Simmons’ Year 6 class. Both classes now have 
an organic waste bin for fruit, vegetable and other food scraps from student 
lunches that our Year 6 sustainability leaders will empty into our compost bins. 
In addition there is a soft plastics bin that will be taken to the local Thornlie 
Square Shopping Centre for recycling by REDcycle. Together, these bins will 
reduce school waste and help raise awareness of the importance of recycling. 
 

Sustainability Help Needed 
Another proposed idea for extended recycling is involvement with TerraCycle, a company that collects 
usually non-recyclable items such as coffee capsules, writing instruments, oral hygiene products and 
children’s toys and recycles them into new products for use within communities.  
 

South Thornlie Primary School would love to potentially become a community hub 
for TerraCycle and establish a recycling collection point where students and 
community members can drop off items to be recycled before shipping them to 
TerraCycle using free shipping labels provided. This would require a staff member, 
parent or other community member taking boxed items to the local post office to be 
shipped for recycling.  

 

If any community members are interested in getting involved, please let us know by calling the office 
9232 3600 or email: souththornlie.ps@education.wa.edu.au. 
 

Sustainability Team 

NOONGAR WORD OF THE WEEK 

Our students have been learning an Aboriginal word from the Noongar Language each 
week to celebrate Aboriginal Culture. The Noongar Language is the spoken language 
of the Aboriginal people from the Southwest region of WA. 
 

As part of our word of the week, each newsletter will feature words of the 
fortnight which you can practice at home. The words we will be learning 
this fortnight are: 
 

• Daat nyin (sit down) Eg. “I tell my dog to daat nyin before I give him a treat.” 

• Warangka (sing) Eg. “I love to warangka in the choir.” 

mailto:souththornlie.ps@education.wa.edu.au
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  CLASS NEWS 
Kindy Spa Morning 
On Friday, 6 and Monday, 9 May students in all 3 kindy classes gave their mum / caregiver a real treat 
to celebrate Mother’s Day. What a fabulous time was had by all! 
 

The kindy classes were transformed into Day Spas and our students had the pleasure of spoiling their 
special guests who were indulged with hand massages, back massages and freshly painted 
fingernails. They also dabbled in a bit of biscuit decorating and art and craft activities.  
 

The photo booth definitely provided the perfect memories and there was no limit on the fun of choosing 
props. 
 

Thank you to all the mums and caregivers who were able to join us. We hope everyone had a special 
day celebrating with your family on Sunday. 
 

Emily Holyoake, Denise Tjhung and Mary Wills 
Kindy Teachers 
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ATTENDANCE 

 

 

 

 

Attendance Targets “Every day counts.” 

 

The Department of Education defines regular attendance as being 90%.  Consistent attendance and 

participation at school are essential factors in achieving social and academic learning outcomes. Student 

attendance of less than 90% will have an impact on the child’s opportunity to achieve their potential. 

Attendance will be monitored on an individual basis and partnerships with parents developed to improve 

attendance rates where required.  

 
Attendance Impact on Student Learning 

 

Indicated Risk (80-89%) Moderate Risk (60-
79%) 

Severe Risk (0- 59%) 

If a student 
attends 89% of 
the time, they 
miss: 

If a student 
attends 80% of 
the time, they 
miss: 

If a student attends 
60% of the time, they 
miss: 

If student attends 50% of the 
time, they miss: 

1 day a fortnight 1 day a week 2 days a week 2.5 days a week 

1 week a term 2 weeks a term 4 weeks a term 5 weeks per term 

4 weeks a year 8 weeks a year 16 weeks a year 20 weeks per year 

1 year by year 9 1 year by year 4 1 year by semester 1 
year 3 

3.5 years by year 6 

1.5 years by year 
12 

2 years by year 8 2 years by year 5  

 3 years by year 12 3 years by semester 1 
year 8 

 

  4 years by year 10  

  5 years by semester 1 
year 12 

 

 
Late Arrival and Early Pick Up Impact on Student Learning 

 

If a student is 
late/picked up early by:  

The student will miss: This equals per year: 

10 minutes per day 50 minutes per week 1 week 2 hours 50 minutes 

20 minutes per day 100 minutes per week 2 weeks and 1 day 

30 minutes per day 150 minutes per week 3 weeks and 1 hour 30 minutes 

   

Over 13 school years  Over 13 school years 

10 minutes per day  14.5 weeks 

20 minutes per day  29 weeks 

30 minutes per day  43 weeks (Over 1 year of school) 

  

Attendance Risk Categories 

95 -100% Attendance is classified as being EXCELLENT  

90 - 95%  Attendance is classified as being at REGULAR 

80 - 89%  Attendance is classified as being at INDICATED RISK 

60 - 79%  Attendance is classified at being at MODERATE RISK 

0 - 59%    Attendance is classified as being  at SEVERE RISK 
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MUSIC NEWS 
With the easing of COVID restrictions, I am very excited to announce that this term we are able to 
expand our choir program. South Thornlie Primary School now has a Junior Choir and a Senior Choir. 
The students are all very excited to be part of this amazing extra-curricular program and we already 
have numerous events scheduled for them throughout the year. Our ukuleles have also been put up in 
their new home and the students have really enjoyed learning the new instruments. We also got 
together to sing a very special farewell song for Mrs Gosnay at her farewell assembly last week. The 
students all sang so beautifully to wish her luck for her future adventures.   
 

Stephanie Mathys 
Music Teacher 

SCIENCE NEWS 
Physics 
The students are all enjoying learning about Physics this term.  Physics is all 
about forces and the effects that they have on things. It includes pushes and 
pulls, sinking and floating, sound, light, heat, magnetism, friction, electricity and 
motion. The different classes are learning different aspects from this list.  
 

We have discovered that we use Physics all the time, especially when we are 
doing sport or music. Ask your child why these subjects are really actually 
Physics. Talk with your child and look at how often we use Physics in our daily 
lives. 
 

Have fun exploring! 
 

Larissa Waghorn 
Science Teacher 

PE NEWS 
Running Club 
What a beautiful morning we had last Thursday for the return of the 
South Thornlie Running Club. Over 65 students attended the first 
session. They ran laps of our oval to boost fitness, have fun and push 
themselves to achieve their goals. This week we introduced a new iPad 
scanning station where each child had their own card to scan after each 
lap. This logs how far they have run and keeps the records for the 
program throughout terms 2 and 3. All students are welcome to join in 
to run, walk or dance their way around the track each Thursday. Kindy 
and Pre-Primary students will need a parent to help supervise if they are 
planning to join in. I look forward to seeing you all again Thursday 
mornings from 7:55am at the sports shed. 
 

Christopher Mattock 
PE / Health Teacher 
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CALENDAR FOR CULTURAL DIVERSITY - MAY 
 

1st World Laughter 
Day 

World Laughter Day can be celebrated by anyone, but it is mostly 
observed in cities where large groups of people gather to laugh 
together, spread some joy and bond. Laughter is a universal 
language that brings us all together. World Laughter Day is all 
about uniting us with the power of fun and laughter. 

5th World Asthma 
Day 

https://asthma.org.au/get-involved/what-is-on/world-asthma-day/ 
 

5th  African World 
Heritage Day 

African World Heritage Day was proclaimed in 2015 and its aim is to 
promote and celebrate the fantastic heritage and culture that the 
Continent of Africa possesses through its communities and people. 

8th  Buddha’s 
Birthday  
(all cultures) 

Buddha's Birthday is a Buddhist festival that is celebrated in most 
of East Asia and South Asia commemorating the birth of the Prince 
Siddhartha Gautama, later the Gautama Buddha, who was the 
founder of Buddhism.  

8th World Red 
Cross Day 

Every year May 8 is celebrated as World Red Cross Day to honor 
the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement founder 
Henry Dunant, who was born on this day in 1828. The day aims to 
broaden the public’s understanding of the International Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Movement. 

8th Mother’s Day   

25th Africa Day Celebrating African unity. 
https://web.archive.org/web/20161115133800/http://www.sos-
schools.org/our-africa-teaching-resources  

25th  National 
Simultaneous 
Storytime 

2022's chosen book is Family Tree by Josh Pyke; a story about 
family, celebrations and seasons. 

26th National Sorry 
Day (Australia) 

https://nationaltoday.com/national-sorry-day/ 

27th 
May – 
3rd 
June 

National 
Reconciliation 
Week 

National Reconciliation Week (NRW) is a time for all Australians to 
learn about our shared histories, cultures, and achievements, and 
to explore how each of us can contribute to achieving reconciliation 
in Australia. 
https://www.reconciliation.org.au/our-work/national-reconciliation-
week/ 

 

P&C NEWS 
The P&C would like to thank our families and local small businesses that generously made donations 
for our Mother’s Day raffle. 
 

✓ The Thornlie Pub ✓ Beauty therapy and body piercing by Erin (find her on Facebook) 
✓ The Body Shop ✓ Hair by Tamyka (find her on Facebook) 
✓ Blue Rock Butchers  

 

We raised a total of $943.00 which would not be possible without the 
generosity of our local school community. Congratulations again to our 
winners: Jordan (first prize), Charlize (second prize) and Abraham (third 
prize). We hope your gifts were thoroughly enjoyed. 
 

Upcoming Events 
On Wednesday, 11 May we held our P&C meeting to discuss upcoming fundraising events. We would 
like to hold a disco this year at some stage. If you can assist in way, please email 
stps.president@gmail.com. Your help is always greatly appreciated. 
 

Nicole Paton 
P&C President 

https://asthma.org.au/get-involved/what-is-on/world-asthma-day/
https://web.archive.org/web/20161115133800/http:/www.sos-schools.org/our-africa-teaching-resources
https://web.archive.org/web/20161115133800/http:/www.sos-schools.org/our-africa-teaching-resources
https://nationaltoday.com/national-sorry-day/
https://www.reconciliation.org.au/our-work/national-reconciliation-week/
https://www.reconciliation.org.au/our-work/national-reconciliation-week/
mailto:stps.president@gmail.com

