
1 
 

 

              South Thornlie Primary School 
Follow us on Instagram: souththornlieps 

www.souththornlieps.wa.edu.au 
 

Newsletter: Term 1, Week 9   Friday, 1 April 2022 
 

Principal’s Message 
Welcome to the week 9 newsletter edition. It is hard to believe that we are almost at the end of Term 1 already. 
I would like to congratulate and thank the whole school community for their resilience, support and understanding 
as we continue to manage the challenges of COVID-19. I wish you all a restful and enjoyable school holiday 
break and I look forward to seeing students return in Term 2. 
 

Last day of Term 1 - Friday, 8 April 2022. 
Term 2 commences for students - Wednesday, 27 April 2022. 

 

Parent Teacher Interviews 
On Wednesday, we held a parent teacher interview afternoon. Interim reports were distributed to each student 
beforehand which enabled parents to see how their child is progressing so far. Through the interview process, 
teachers provided feeback based on these interim reports. Thank you to all the parents who participated in the 
interview afternoon. We are pleased to have received positive feedback.  
 

Student Masks 
A friendly reminder for students in Years 3 to 6 to bring a mask to school each day. We do have spares but only 
a limited supply. Thank you.  
 

Harmony Day 2022  

On Monday, 21 March we celebrated Harmony Day. Students came to school wearing orange to 
symbolise cultural diversity or a traditional outfit from their country of origin. Students also 
completed Harmony Day activities in classrooms. A video recording of the day is available on 
Connect. See page #3 for photos, raffle winners and an article from the Examiner newspaper.  
 

Click on the link to access the digital version of the newspaper edition: 
https://view.publitas.com/examiner-newspapers/gosnells-examiner-newspapers-24th-march-2022/page/8-9 
 

School Improvements Part 2 
As mentioned previously, we recently had new flooring laid in the undercover area. This awesome new 
improvement has featured in the latest Examiner newspaper. See page #4 for the article. 
 

NAPLAN 
Students in Years 3 and 5 are busily practising and preparing for the upcoming National Assessment in Literacy 
and Numeracy (NAPLAN) which will take place during weeks 3 and 4 next term. This year, all students will be 
sitting NAPLAN testing online (except year 3 writing, which will still be hand written). Information has been sent 
home with Year 3 and 5 students. Further information can be found on pages 9 and 10 of this newsletter. 

 

Values Award Winner  
Our week 8 winner was Tiana S from B5. Well done!   
 

Megan Barnett 
Principal   
       

KINDY – A THANK YOU GIFT FROM YALE PS 
 

South Thornlie PS kindy staff and students were presented with a 
very thoughtful gift from the Yale PS kindy community. The beautiful 
tree of thumb prints will be displayed in kindy for all to enjoy!  
 

It has been wonderful to have the opportunity to chat and learn from 
each other. All the students got along marvellously and we have 
thoroughly enjoyed their stay. 
 

We are very pleased for the news that Yale PS can now return to their 
own classrooms. We wish the Yale PS community all the best for the 
rest of the year! 
 

https://view.publitas.com/examiner-newspapers/gosnells-examiner-newspapers-24th-march-2022/page/8-9
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Term 1 Planner 

 

Week 8 Honour Certificates Awarded –Well done! 

WK Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

10 4 APR 
 

 

5 APR 
 

 

6 APR 
 

 

7 APR 
 

 

8 APR 
 

Last day of Term 1 
 for students 

 

Assembly C5 
via WebEx 

 

Treasure Hunters Yr 3-6 
1.00-1.30pm 

ECC1 Benjamin P Hunter T B3 Maccy J Paxton L 
ECC2 Ben M George K B4 Lilly E Mark B 
A1 Keerat M Lyla G B5 Mackenzie E Ethan C 
A2 Jordie B Ian S C2 Rhianna H Jacob F 
A4 Kyeisha W Ryan H C3 Lachlan S Ekam S 
A5 Liliana P Kodee H C4 Jensen M Lekhasri N 
B1 Angelo E Malik G C5 Jake S Laura W 
B2 Lachlan R Paris U Music – Jake S in C5 

NOONGAR WORD OF THE WEEK 

Our students have been learning an Aboriginal word from the Noongar Language each 
week to celebrate Aboriginal Culture. The Noongar Language is the spoken language 
of the Aboriginal people from the Southwest region of WA. 
 

As part of our word of the week, each newsletter will feature words of the 
fortnight which you can practise at home. The words we will be learning this 
fortnight are: 
 

 Kwobidak (beautiful/pretty) Eg. “Did you see that kwobidak sunset last night?” 

 Moorditj (good/strong) Eg. “I’ve had a moorditj day today.” 

ACHIEVING EXCELLENCE TOGETHER 
Celebrating the achievements of past and present students of STPS 

 

Next time you go to Fiona Stanley Hospital via the Emergency Department (hopefully nothing too 
serious) you may see the Camel Corridor, as the staff have come to call it. 
 

This was created by Shannon Harbron, who won a gifted and talented placement at Applecross SHS 
for Art in 2010 when she was in Year 7 at South Thornlie PS.   
 

She was presented with an opportunity to enter an art competition for Fiona Stanley Hospital to create 
artwork to be displayed within the hospital. Ten pieces of artwork were selected for the children’s ward, 
she has the camel and frilled neck lizard displayed there – however prior to the opening of the hospital, 
the nine artists were given a tour where she discovered that her camels had been selected overall for 
the corridor! Congrats Shannon. 
 

If you have some information on an achievement from a previous student, please let us know for future 
publications. 
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HARMONY DAY 2022 
Congratulations to all the raffle winners: 
 

Kindy – Harvey H  Year 1 – Anne A Year 3 – Kirra R Year 5 – Laurence C 

Pre-Primary – Priya E Year 2 – Kyeisha W Year 4 – Leo G Year 6 – Johnnie U 
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PRE-PRIMARY NEWS NEWS 
Pre-Primary students show off their talent 
The students in Pre-Primary from both South Thornlie and Yale Primary Schools, together with their 
teachers, collaborated and created a beautiful fish mural. The artwork is currently displayed in the 
front office. What an amazing way to signify unity and friendship! 
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SUSTAINABILITY 
A Sustainable School Community 

McCusker Centre for Citizenship Internship Placement 
 

School Garden Progress 
Over the last fortnight, students from various year levels have continued helping Hannah Fourie, our 
school chaplain, design and plant our two new school gardens. Students were amazed to see how 
much the little veggie seeds and seedlings have grown so far, and have taken care of the garden by 
watering, fertilising and building two new compost bins to help support the plants. Last week, students 
decorated the garden areas by planting flowers outside the school gates and painting two large colourful 
signs for the gardens. The garden program has also provided a great opportunity to raise student 
awareness about sustainable practices. This week, students learned how to correctly sort waste and 
how recycled materials can be used to make something new and creative. Thank you again to Hannah 
for supporting this program. 
 

South Thornlie Primary School is also seeking to extend its sustainability practices and complement the 
school gardens with organic waste recycling and soft plastic recycling. Here are some ways you and 
your family can help. 
 

Encouraging sustainable practices at home 
• Recycling organic waste such as food scraps using a compost bin. 
• Recycling soft plastics at local shopping centres. 
• Bringing zero-waste lunches to school. 

 

Donations 
• Do you have a compost bin or worm farm at home that you no longer use? We would love to 

use it! 
• To support our sustainability efforts, any monetary donations are always welcome and 

appreciated. These can be forwarded to the office. 
• For any questions about donations please contact Elise Wells, our sustainability intern via 

email - 22967024@student.uwa.edu.au 
 

Sustainability Team 
 

THE VALUE OF CARE 
South Thornlie Primary School’s values are Learning, Excellence, Equity and Care. The Year 6 Student 
Leaders, supported by our teachers, identify students who are demonstrating the school value of Care. These 
students are presented with a Care Postcard in their class. Well done to these students! The recipients of the 
Care Cards for week 8 are: 
 
 

Maya F - B1 Sage B - B1 William F - B4 
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STUDENT LEADERS 
Darcy R – Student Ambassador 
Hi my name is Darcy and I am a Student Ambassador at South Thornlie 
Primary School for 2022. The famous leader I admire is Eddie Betts 
who was born on 26 November 1986 in Port Lincoln, South Australia 
but grew up the in mining town of Kalgoorlie.  
 

Eddie Betts is well known for his football career in the AFL. He has played football for 16 years 
playing for Carlton and Adelaide Football Clubs in the AFL. He has received 6 goal kicker awards 
and 3 All Australian honours. Betts’ other accomplishments include 4 AFL Goal of the Year Awards. 
He has helped build a health care centre for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders and write 
children’s books to motivate and inspire literacy and learning. These books are called Eddie’s Lil’ 
Homies Series. I chose to talk about this leader because he has inspired me to play football 
throughout my life and probably lots of other people too.  
 

This leader demonstrates the school value of Care. He demonstrates this by wanting to help 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people get high quality health care. He helped to open a new 
clinic offering South Australia’s first indigenous specific GP service. A lesson I learnt from him is 
that playing football is very fun and it also very good for you because you do lots of running and 
exercise. I am going to try to apply this lesson in my life by always playing football and hopefully I 
can become an AFL player. 
 

Alicia B - Faction Captain 
Hi, my name is Alicia and I am a Gold Geckos Faction Captain for 2022. The famous leader I 
admire is Ash Barty, Australian professional tennis player and former cricketer. She was born on 
the 24th April, 1996 in Ipswich, QLD. I chose to talk about Ash because she inspired me to play 
tennis when I first saw her competing in a tennis match on TV. Her most famous achievements 
include winning the Australian Open and Wimbledon. Ash has been playing tennis for 12 years 
now. In late 2014, Ash took a break from tennis and played cricket in the Women’s Big Bash League 
for the Brisbane Heat.  
 

Ash best demonstrates the school value of Equity. She demonstrates this by 
being polite and caring to other people. A lesson I learnt from her is to not 
stop trying and go for your dreams. I am going to try and apply this lesson in 
my life by trying my best in everything I do and to follow my dreams. 

 

 
 

MUSIC NEWS 
Miss Mathys' Marvelous Music Moments 
This term in music has been very exciting! I've been busy working away behind the 
scenes to establish our lovely music room even more - with the arrival of some new 
instruments. First off, I have ordered 32 brand new ukuleles for the school. After a 
long time in transit across Australia, they have finally arrived. This means that we can 
start whole class learning of a new instrument. I'm so excited to get classes strumming 
away and serenading the school. 
 

I’ve also been working closely with the Gosnells’ Men’s Shed over the last few 
weeks to get a lovely base marimba specially made just for us. Bill and Ken 
have been working away to create this for our school - and very soon it will be 
ready for us to start playing on. A massive thank you to everyone at the Gosnells’ 
Men’s Shed for putting in the time and effort so that our children can experience 
more wonderful instruments. 

 

Watch this space for more exciting updates!  
 

Stephanie Mathys 
Music Teacher 
 



7 
 

 

  

CALENDAR FOR CULTURAL DIVERSITY - APRIL 
2nd 
 

World Autism Awareness Day World Autism Awareness Day promotes autism 
awareness by encouraging everyone to don blue. 

2nd 

 
 
 

Ramadan start  It is a period of prayer, fasting, charity-giving and self-
accountability for Muslims in Australia. The first verses of 
the Koran (Qu'ran) were revealed to the Prophet 
Muhammad (also written as Mohammad or Muhammed) 
during the last third of Ramadan, making this an especially 
holy period.  

13th 
  

Vaisakhi (Sikh New Year) Vaisakhi is the festival that Sikhs all over the World 
celebrate on the 13th of April. It is the beginning of the Sikh 
New Year.  

15th 
 

Good Friday  

17th 
 

Easter Sunday  

18th 
 

Eater Monday  

25th ANZAC Day  
 
 
 
 
 

28th 
 

Laylatul Qadr (Night of Power) It commemorates the night when God (Allah) revealed the 
Qur’an (or Koran), which is the Islamic holy book, to the 
prophet Muhammad (also known as Mohammad). 

 

SCIENCE NEWS 
What’s been happening in Science 
Our Year 6s have discovered that yeast is a living thing that produces gas! They tested to see if it prefers 
eating sugar in a cold or a warm environment by catching the gas produced in balloons. You can see the 
foam it made and how the balloons filled with gas. 
 

The Year 5s have been looking at how different animals adapt to their environment in order to survive. 
They are going to use this information to design their own animal. 
 

Our Year 4s have attempted to grow their own eucalyptus but so far they haven't germinated! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STEM Classroom Cash Competition 
It’s on again! Completed coupons can be given to me in the science room by Friday, 8 April. See page 
#8 for more details. 
 

Larissa Waghorn 
Science Teacher 
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SHOP FOR YOUR SCHOOL 

Do you shop at Forest Lakes Shopping Centre? Help our school win shopping vouchers! 
 

1. Drop your Forest Lakes shopping receipts from Aldi, Coles, Woolworths or any of the specialty stores 
into our school’s box located in the centre of the Forest Lakes complex.  

2. The totals of all receipts are tallied and divided by the the number of students at each school to 
provide a points total per student. 

3. The school with the most points per student at the end of each school 
term, wins the top prize of $1000 in shopping vouchers.  

 

Look for South Thornlie’s box next time you shop and help our school win. 
Thank you for helping our school. 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DON RUSSELL PERFORMING ARTS CENTRE - UPCOMING EVENTS 
CATCH! (MAXIMA Circus) – Saturday, 9 April 2022 
A delightful, ‘can-do’, fun-filled experience for the whole family to enjoy CATCH! is an action-packed, 
interactive adventure for little ones, their families & their friends...that uses balls and play to tell a story 
about making friends and overcoming your fears. Circus, theatre & puppetry meet in this high energy, 
playful and imaginative take on our love of sport and all things sporty. Suitable 3+ 
 

Woody’s Ukulele Show – Thursday, 19 April 2022 11am & 2pm 
Musical expression is made easy when Woody teams up with the 
entire audience to play the ukulele. Everyone gets a ukulele to play 
along to the story of Jasmina, a shy young schoolgirl who learns to 
express herself through music and unlock her musical potential. 
This joyous show proves that, with the right guidance and 
knowhow, the language of music can be accessed by everyone. 
 

All tickets $14 each 
Ticket link: https://drpac.sales.ticketsearch.com/sales/sales 
 
 

https://drpac.sales.ticketsearch.com/sales/sales

